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letter from the policy & advocacy committee.

Citizens Project was founded in 1992 to defend the rights of LGBTQ+
people and preserve the separation of church and state, and over the
years we have expanded our mission to encompass a broader
commitment to equity, inclusion, and justice. We analyze policy with a
sharp eye on issues likely to hold special interest for constituents in El
Paso County.

To that end, we've produced this report card on the voting record of
the El Paso County delegation to the Colorado General Assembly, and
present this visual summary of members' alignment with our
organization'’s policy priorities.

There are four possible ways a legislator’s vote could be scored:

» They voted in alignment with Citizens Project

« They did not vote in alignment Citizens Project

» They were excused from the vote

« The vote never came across their desk. These records will be
blacked out as “not applicable.” This does not indicate either
absence or avoidance by a legislator, simply that the bill never
came up in their respective chamber or a committee on which they
serve.
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legislative session overview.

Citizens Project engages in legislative monitoring to advance its mission of
promoting equity, inclusion, and justice through civic engagement and advocacy.

Monitoring the policymaking process at the state level is just one way that we promote
transparency and accountability, educate and empower the community, advocate
for inclusive public policy, and strengthen civic engagement.

A total of 657 bills were introduced this session.
Out of those, 488 passed both chambers.
Citizens Project monitored 87 bills, and took positions on 63, with a key focus
on 6 priority bills that impact key constituencies.

Most legislation had bipartisan support.

Of all the bills that passed this session:

13% passed unanimously in both chambers,

87% gained bipartisan support in at least one chamber, and
61% had bipartisan sponsorship

Citizens Project supported 79% (22 bills) of the El Paso county delegation’s
sponsored bills, showing strong alignment with the El Paso delegation’s agenda.

82% of bills Citizens Project supported successfully passed, reflecting strong
alignment with legislators and responsiveness to community interests.




citizens project’s priority bills

link to full bill.

The bill protects the right of all racial, ethnic, and language minority groups to have equal access to
the voting process, just like the Federal Voting Rights Act says. Cities and counties must make sure
elections are fair for everyone. The bill explains some election practices that would break voting rights
laws. It also creates a way for people to take legal action if those rights are violated.

Citizens Project strongly supports this bill because it removes structural and language barriers to
voting, like examining the impacts of April municipal elections in underrepresented communities, and
ensures local election systems reflect the diversity and rights of all Coloradans. This bill is a powerful
step toward building a democracy that is truly inclusive and representative.

status: signed by governer 05/12/25

link to full bill.

The bill gives $4 million to the Governor's Office from a special fund in the 2025-26 budget. The
money can be used until the end of the 2026-27 budget year. It will help the state respond to
actions taken by the federal government that affect Colorado. This includes hiring workers or
contractors, paying for legal help, and covering other costs to protect the state’s rights and
funding. The Governor's Office is also allowed to accept gifts, grants, and donations to help
with these efforts. Any money that isn't used by July 1, 2028, will go back to the state’s main
fund.

Citizens Project supports this bill because it enables Colorado to protect vital federal funding,
defend inclusive state policies, and respond quickly and legally to federal threats — all of which
help preserve equity, justice, and essential public services that matter deeply to Citizens
Project and the communities we serve.

status: signed by governer 05/16/25



https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb25-001
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb25-1321

citizens project’s priority bills

Citizens Project joins numerous civil rights and immigration advocates to support this bill, which
broadens prohibitions against state law enforcement from cooperating or sharing data with federal
immigration officers, as well as eases access to public facilities and in-state tuition for undocumented
immigrants.

We believe that the passage of this bill defends the full humanity of every resident by aligning
Colorado law with principles of due process and privacy, protecting vulnerable individuals from unjust
detainment and/or deportation, and assisting in building trust between immigrant communities and
public institutions, such as schools and hospitals.

status: signed by governor 05/23/25

link to full bill.

This bill says that local school boards and the Charter School Institute (CSI) must create clear
rules for how school library books and other materials are chosen, kept, and removed.

Citizens Project sees book bans and control efforts as threats to democratic values, inclusive
education, and freedom of thought — all of which are central to its mission.

status: signed by governer 05/01/25



https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb25-276
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb25-063

citizens project’s priority bills

Right now, workers can vote to form a union if more than half of them agree. But if they want to add a
special rule called a union security agreement (which may require all workers to pay a fee), they have
to hold a second vote with at least 75% approval. This bill would remove the need for that second
vote, making the process easier.

Citizens Project supports this bill because it removes an unfair barrier to union effectiveness,
empowers workers — especially those from marginalized communities — to advocate for better
conditions, and promotes economic and racial justice. It affirms the principle that a simple majority
vote should be enough to secure meaningful collective bargaining rights.

status: governor vetoed 5/16/25

link to full bill.

The Kelly Loving Act expands legal protections for transgender individuals through several
measures, including expanded anti-discrimination policies, educational guidelines that require
schools to adopt policies regarding chosen names and dress codes, allowing for people to
change their gender marker on state-issued IDs without the need for a court order, and
protecting parents and families that choose to pursue gender affirming care for their children.

Citizens Project has long been a vocal advocate for equity and inclusion, especially for
marginalized groups. We view these protections as crucial steps toward ensuring trans people
can live safely and authentically, and supporting this bill directly aligns with our commitment to
both healing justice and preventing future harm through policy change.

status: signed by governer 05/16/25



https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb25-005
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb25-1312

paul lundeen * senate district 9

contact senator lundeen!

Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 346, Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-4835

leadership position:

minority leader

committee assignments

member: Education, Legislative Council, and Executive
Committee of the Legislative Council

sen. lundeen's voting record

COVRA ' SUPPORT AGAINST FEDERAL ACTION| PROTECT IMMIGRATION STATUS | LIBRARY RESOURCE DECISION | WORKER PROTECTION COLLECTIVE BARGAINING | KELLY LOVING AC]

— (%) Q (%) (%) Q (%)

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 0%
overall alignment: 30%

senator lundeen's session at a glance:

* 12 prime sponsored bills
o 6 signed into law
o 2 sent to govenor for signature
o 4 bills postponed indefinitely




larry liston * senate district 10

contact senator liston!

Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 346, Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-2737

committee assignments

member: Appropriations, Local Government & Housing, and
Business, Labor, & Technology

sen. liston's voting record

covra- 'SUPPORT AGAINST FEDERAL ACTION| PROTECT IMMIGRATION STATUS | LIBRARY RESOURCE DECISION | WORKER PROTECTION COLLECTIVE BARGAINING | KELLY LOVING ACT

Liston (%) Q Q Q Q Q

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 0%
overall alignment: 18%

senator liston's session at a glance:

* 15 prime sponsored bills
o 6 signed into law
o 3 sent to govenor for signature
o 6 bills postponed indefinitely




tony exum ¢ senate district 11

contact senator exum!

Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 346, Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-6364

committee assignments

chair: Local Government & Housing
member: Black Coloradan Racial Equity Study Commission,
Transportation & Energy, and Statutory Revision Committee

sen. exum'’s voting record

COVRA 'SUPPORT AGAINST FEDERAL ACTION| PROTECT IMMIGRATION STATUS | LIBRARY RESOURCE DECISION | WORKER PROTECTION COLLECTIVE BAR}

[ 4 v & (E) &

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 100%
overall alignment: 95%

senator exum's session at a glance:

e 21 prime sponsored bills
o 6 signed into law
o 11 sent to govenor for signature
o 4 bills postponed indefinitely




marc snyder * senate district 12

contact senator snyder!

Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 346, Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-4880

committee assignments

member: Finance and Local Government & Housing

sen. snyder’s voting record

COVRA ' SUPPORT AGAINST FEDERAL ACTION| PROTECT IMMIGRATION STATUS | LIBRARY RESOURCE DECISION | WORKER PROTECTION COLLECTIVE BARGAINING | KELLY LOVING ACT

= ] e < ) Z (%)

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 83%
overall alignment: 95%

senator snyder's session at a glance:

e 24 prime sponsored bills
o 8signed into law
o 11 sent to govenor for signature
o 5 bills postponed indefinitely



rod pelton * senate district 35

contact senator pelton!

Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 346, Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-4884

committee assignments

member: Agriculture & Natural Resources, Legislative Audit
Committee, and State, Veterans, & Military Affairs

sen. pelton’s voting record

pelton (%) Q (%) (%) Q Q

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 0%
overall alignment: 23%

senator pelton's session at a glance:

* 24 prime sponsored bills
o 12 signed into law
o 4 sent to govenor for signature
o 8 bills postponed indefinitely




rose pugliese * house district 14

contact rep. pugliese!
Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 307, Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-2965

leadership position:

minority leader

committee assignments

member: Executive Committee of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Council

rep. pugliese’s voting record

(] Q Q Q Q Q

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 0%
overall alignment: 26%

rep_pugliese's session at a glance:

* 9 prime sponsored bills
o 6 signed into law
o 2 sent to govenor for signature
o 1bills postponed indefinitely




scott bottoms * house district 15

contact rep. bottoms!

Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 307 Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-5525

committee assignments

member: Appropriations and State, Civic, Military, & Veteran

Affairs

rep. bottoms' voting record

Sottams %)

Q

Q

Q

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 0%
overall alignment: 6%

rep bottoms' session at a glance:

* 5 prime sponsored bills
o O signed into law
o 0O sent to govenor for signature
o 5 bills postponed indefinitely



rebecca keltie * house district 16

contact rep. keltie!
Address: 200 E. Colfax, RM 307 Denver CO
Phone: (303) 866-2937

committee assignments

member: Business Affairs & Labor and Judiciary

rep. keltie's voting record

COVRA ' SUPPORT AGAINST FEDERAL ACTION| PROTECT IMMIGRATION STATUS | LIBRARY RESOURCE DECISION | WORKER PROTECTION COLLECTIVE BARGAINING | KELLY LOVING ACT |

fretee (%} Q (%] Q Q Q

alignment with citizens project priority bills: 0%
overall alignment: 13%

rep keltie's session at a glance:

e 7 prime sponsored bills
o Tsigned into law
o 0O sent to govenor for signature
o 6 bills postponed indefinitely



regina english * house district 17
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https://leg.colorado.gov//bills/hb25-1109
https://leg.colorado.gov//bills/sb25-190
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https://leg.colorado.gov//bills/hb25-1294
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http://leg.colorado.gov//bills/sb25-041
https://leg.colorado.gov//bills/hb25-1154
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